CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved MINUTES

January 12, 2009







9-11 AM 
4187 Smith Lab

Attendees: Mumy, Breitenberger, Fredal, Harder, Pride, Soundarajan, Bitters, Goodman, Severtis
Agenda:

1. Approve the minutes from 12-09 meeting 
APPROVED:  Via email vote
2. Geography 420 
· Is this a physical & natural science course? What is the rationale? More general idea for future committee discussion: what constitutes a physical science course?  Balance and depth of topics related to physical science seem sufficient to some members
· Assessment plan is written as a grading plan aside from a qualitative survey; they say embedded questions will be used but don’t explain how they will be analyzed; request more detail regarding the last paragraph below the expected learning outcomes; how does it meet GEC learning outcomes (it is on the syllabus; could the proposers cut and paste these into the assessment plan?)
· Why is it a 400 level course vs. any other level?  Lack of prerequisites not a concern if the rigor of the course is worthy of this level (especially in physical sciences).  If it was a lower, say 200-level course, it would seem adequate.  Perhaps because it takes more sophistication and synthesis of topics without necessarily needing a geology course or physics course
· Readings are not at the level expected of a science course but perhaps as a non-major upper level science course

· Sounds like a great course

APPROVED WITH CONTINGENCY: Harder, Fredal
3. Geography major revision 
· Justifications for major change: it makes sense (vs. separate tracks within geography major- the tracks lead to different degrees) with greater specialization; perhaps the model to use here is to start with the geography major revision, then the atmospheric science then the GIS, then the courses
· Justified as they make large efforts to reconstitute the majors, good explanations of their changes; credentialing and tagging on the degree (types of jobs these majors are qualified for), similar to other universities’ degree types, narrowing a broad synthetic field to a more specialized faculty pool; can increase the number of majors & early majors with these changes
· List of faculty with matrix as to their specialization, who can teach what specialty
· Learning outcomes for the geography majors as a whole and for each track individually
· Spatial analysis curriculum (App H) Part C: which of these are methods courses (probably all but 1 & 2); specify so students can make sure they choose a methods course

· No CS&E 240—clarify what this course should be- perhaps 204?
· Urban, regional and global: very stand alone, not much to do with new atmospheric sciences or GIS majors; just redefining, restructuring the courses; adds the number of credits from 50 to 55
· How often will these courses especially the required courses be offered for students? Especially if offered only every other year.
· ALL 4-year plans: elective hours for the students (on BA)- looks more like 20 hours on some of the plans- where on the plans would students take their additional breaths?  True elective work is small (this should be reflected on all the 4 yr plans).  There can be minor work there if they wish; Also add Survey 100 for all four year plans

· FOR NEXT MEETING: Division of labor breakdown:
i. Rigor, course fit, prerequisite structure (Are they justified having the new major?  Why are required courses now electives?  What happens to the students when they are in these majors?  Same rigor and structure?  If not, why not? Why are hours going up?)
1. before and after comparison: 1)urban, regional and global (Mumy, Goodman) & 2) environment (Fredal, Bitters) (what are the courses, what are the changes)
2. compare the old & new climatology with the new major (Pride, Breitenberger); and compare the old and new spatial analysis and GIS (Harder, Soundarajan)

· FOR NEXT MEETING: Invite Geography representative for 10-11 AM to answer questions
4. Atmospheric Sciences program proposal 
· Already a graduate degree in the department
5. GIS program proposal 
· Overlap with spatial analysis
6. Geography course proposals (new and change) 

· Geog 205

· Geog 455

· Geog 600

· Geog 684

· Geog 688

· Atmospheric Science 689

· Atmospheric Science 699

· Atmospheric Science H78

